School Buses Services  Parts 0 o Financing Resource Library
NEW YORK BUS SALES

New “NextGen” Seat Securement
SERVICE NOTICE #17-0831REVA

2” Seat Washers NOT Required

As we explained in Sales Update #17-05, Blue Bird and Micro Bird
are releasing a new seat referred to as the “NextGen” Convertible
Seat. With the new design, the seat installation to the floor has
changed.

The previous Blue Bird seats on the Vision and All American used
3/8” diameter bolts through the floor and required a 14 gauge X 2”
washer on ALL the bolts.

On Blue Bird buses, the new seats have a stamped leg with 1/2”
diameter Grade 8 flange bolts. The nuts are also flanged. The front
bolt no longer requires an underfloor washer (ltem #3 in Figure 1).
The 2 rear bolts which are reinforced with a 0.180 thick flat plate
under the floor.
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The new installation, which complies with FMVSS 210, was
presented to NYSDOT and Rusty Seastrum responded that
“Whereas the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards current
seating securement performance standards were upgraded
subsequent to the effective date of 720.4 (P)(2)( ¢ ), and thereby
mandating a stronger seat attachment, and the washer
requirement is inferior to current designs of seating securements,
the washers are therefore not required.”
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FIGURE 1
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UPDATE SEPTEMBER 13, 2017

Figure 1 illustrates the “Gusset Mount-Floor Mount” seat which is
the most common installation. This seat has one leg to the floor,
and the opposite end is attached to the seat rail of the body.

Blue Bird Engineering has pointed out that the mounting of seats
with two legs such as those located at the Side Emergency Door is
slightly different. (Figure 2). Both legs will have an added bracket
(#1) that connects to the leg and the floor, and three “channel’
washers (#3) per leg which is 4” in length and 1-1/2” wide instead
of the two flat plates.
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CONTACT OUR SERVICE OR PARTS DEPARTMENT WITH ANY

QUESTIONS
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